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8.9, 70 S

Vijayawada
22.1.1997

Dear Sri Balagopal,

Namaste. | hope and trust that this finds you all in
good cheer. I owe an explanation to you.

I write this to explain my remark about you as an
‘anti-communist’ in concluding my speech in the Virasam
patasala, held recently during the Pongal vacation. After
having dwelt at length on Russian literature | launched a
tirade against Stalinist excesses and also against the
failures of ‘Socialist Realism’ to reflect the aberrations of
the so-called Dictatorship of the Proletariat which, in
practice, came to personal tyranny of Stalin. What should
have led to a ‘semi-state’, Dictatorship of the Proletariat
degenerated into a totalitarian State, which was not
reflected in socialist realist literature. Lest | be
misunderstood by the audience as sharing your explicit
views about Marxism in general, I concluded my speech by
saying that our philosophical positions regarding the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat are identical or similar, |



had to say that | am a firm believer in communism, which
you are not any longer. The correspondent of Andhraprabha
took this point and gave it a lead saying that KVR called
Balagopal an anti-communist. After seeing it the next day,
I went up to the dais again and said that our philosophical
positions are different and even contradictory, at the same
time expressing my utmost regard for you as a remarkable
intellectual and a great civil liberties activist. | abhor as
much as you do the Naxalite excesses in the name of
‘revolutionary violence’ even though | continue my
commitment to Naxalism and PW.

Please remember me to Mrs. Vasantha Lakshmi and
my Kisses to your son Prabhatha.

With kind regards
Sincerely,

KVR
(K.V. Ramana Reddy)
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